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Dillon High School Marching Band completed their 
competition season on Saturday, October 22 in 
Greensboro, NC at Mayhem Indoor Band Competition. 
The event was held at the Greensboro Coliseum and 
hosted by North Guildford High School Band.  The 
Marching Cats received a first place rating in the 
categories of Music, Drum Major and Marching. They 
received a second place rating for the categories of 
Drum Line and Auxiliary. The Dillon High School 
Marching Cats were named Grand Champion for 
Division 2A, and had the highest music score of all 
bands regardless of division. The Marching Cats are led 
by the following: Adrian Wright: Band Director, Kevin 
McLellan: Assistant Band Director, Krystal Ladson, 
Tiffany Purnell, and Raveen Anthony: Auxiliary 
Coaches, Jamal Rogers:  Drum Major Advisor, and 
Drum Line Advisor: Kenny Smith Jr. 
 

Pictured are:  
Kneeling left to right: Aziana Moultrie, Jawanakia 
White, Deasia McLellan, and Kiara Edge. 
 

Standing left to right: Kevin McLellan, Jamelia Alford, 
Nyasia Coatney, Alexia Green, Khristopher Long, 
Dontavious Commedo, DeAngela Davis, Elijah Breeden, 
Zaria Evans, Kezia Dentley, Kobe Godbold, Nyshell 
Mack, and  Makela Pompey.  
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From the Principal’s Desk 
 

Dear DHS Family, 

     It’s hard to believe the first half of the school year 

is almost over. First semester will end on January 10th 

and students will begin second semester classes on 

January 11th.   

      Teachers are beginning to prepare for second 

semester by planning lessons that support ACT, Work 

Keys, and End of Course examinations. ACT and Work 

Keys assessments will be administered to all 11th grade 

students in the spring and will include Reading, 

Writing, English, Mathematics, and Science.  In 

addition to ACT and Work Keys, many 11th graders will 

take an End of Course examination in U.S. History in 

the spring. Students enrolled in Algebra I and Biology 

I will take an End of Course exam at the end of the 

semester, making up 20% of their final grade.  

     There is a lot of work to do to prepare our students 

for these assessments, and we welcome the challenge. 

We also know that we cannot do it alone. In order for 

our students to be successful, we need your help. It is 

crucial that everyone works together.   

     Don’t forget that report cards will be issued on 

January 17th. Please review these documents carefully 

and contact your child’s teacher if you have any 

concerns.   

 

                    Sincerely, 

                    Timothy Gibbs 
 

 

Calendar of Events 
12/ 7 at 10:00 SIC & Title I Planning Team 
12/ 8 Band Concert at 6:00 PM 
12/16- Half Day for Students 
12/19-12/ 30 Winter Break 
1/2- Students Return 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
                 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DHS Band News 
 

The mission of Dillon High School is to prepare 
all students to achieve excellence by creating an 

environment conducive to learning where 

students, staff, and families work together to 

promote the skills needed in a continuously 
changing world. 

 

Dillon High School News 



  
 

 

 

 
For those who will enter college in the next few years, I hope these tips will be beneficial! 

1. Familiarize yourself with the course structure 

In high school, your math classes may have had a certain sense of familiarity – each day, a new lesson was taught, and 

homework was assigned that evening to help you review the concepts. You completed a quiz every few lessons, as well as 

a test at the end of each chapter. 

Before your college math course begins, try to learn if it will have the same or a different structure by locating the 

syllabus for the class. Occasionally, professors will upload their syllabi, or email them before the first day of the semester. 

If your instructor does not, you can always email him or her to ask for the syllabus. 

It is unlikely that you can teach yourself all the material ahead of time, but you will be able to better structure your weeks 

once you know the workload and schedule to expect – is there a new lesson and new homework every class? Or is 

homework only due once a week? Are there quizzes, or just exams? 

Most high school courses will directly impact you as you transition to college level math classes, particularly Algebra 2, 

Algebra 3 and PreCalculus.  Hopefully you have taken good notes which are well-organized.  Take these with you as you 

embark on that initial college math experience! 

Discovering the answers to these questions will make the transition from high school math to college math much easier to 

handle. 

2. Know what resources are available  

Once you have familiarized yourself with the structure of the course, explore your resources outside of the classroom. 

Once you have familiarized yourself with the structure of the course, explore your resources outside of the classroom. 

Two important differences between high school and college are the time spent in the classroom (you generally will not 

have the same math course every single day and you will only be in class roughly 1/3 of the time that you were in a high 

school class although you will likely cover MORE material) and the availability of support outside of the classroom. 

Learn your professor’s and/or teaching assistant’s office hours, as well as the study options for students. Are there groups 

for specific dorms, in addition to specific courses? 

Even if you find the material easy, it never hurts to be prepared and to know what your options are should the class 

become more difficult with time.  If you are extremely prepared, you may be able to pick up a little cash on the side as a 

tutor yourself!! 

3. Remember that college math builds on concepts you have already mastered 

One of the most important lessons to keep in mind is that high school math and college math contain much of the same 

material, even if the structure and manner of teaching is different from what you are used to. 

Algebra and statistics in high school involve the same basic formulas as their college counterparts will – just as the leap 

from calculus in high school to calculus in college is largely a difference in complexity and difficulty levels. 

Try not to worry about trick questions or material beyond the norm. Instead, focus on learning about the 

new environment and the new methods of teaching that it utilizes.  

 

Once you have prepared in this manner, the math itself will be surmountable and you should experience a great 

deal of success!

From the Desk of Mrs. Carmichael 
 

Ms. Carmichael’s classes are currently reading novels full of action and suspense.  English 2 Honors is 

reading The Great Gatsby, a book dealing with backstabbing and lofty dreams. The book is set in the Roaring 

20’s.  Students in this class are also doing a poster project on different aspects of the 20’s, from men’s fashion to 

technology. 

English 2- CP is reading Gym Candy, a novel that many of the students here at DHS are able to connect 

with strongly.  The novel is about a young man who has been trained to play football from a very young age, 

much like many of the students here at Dillon High School.  A drastic turn of events cause Mick, the main 

character, to resort to measures that could possibly be detrimental to his football career.  Ms. Carmichael’s 

English 2-CP classes are enjoying the book and are anxious to keep reading!   

English 1 students are reading Prisoner B-3081, a book based on the true story of a holocaust survivor.  

They are ready to get further into the story and have become very interested in the information found in the story. 

 

From Mrs. McGirt  



 

 

 

Biology II Update 
 

Mrs. McCallum’s Biology 2 classes have 

just completed a unit on Bacteria and 

Viruses. Students made virus models and 

completed a Pathogen project. With this 

project, students were assigned a specific 

disease, made a “Wanted” Poster and 

presented their findings to the class. 

Students enjoyed teaching their peers as well 

as learning from them. Biology II students 

are now learning about protists and are 

planning a lab to look at live protists in pond 

water. Mrs. McCallum’s students will 

conclude the semester with a unit on fungi 

including the dissection of mushrooms! 

 
 

A Note from the Guidance Department 
 

* SENIORS please be reminded to check your 

school email DAILY. Information about college 

and graduation is being sent to your way. 

* SENIORS please create an account with 

CAPPEX. It is a great way to get college admission 

information and apply for scholarships. 

* SENIORS please be reminded to collect all 

scholarship information as it becomes available. 

* The next ACT will take place on December 10th. 

The registration deadline was November 4th. 

* The next SAT will take place on December 3rd. 

The registration deadline was November 3rd. 

*Remember, you can only receive 2 fee waivers for 

the ACT and 2 fee waivers for the SAT during your 

high school career 

* * All JUNIORS interested in college will need to 

take the ACT or SAT this year to qualify for future 

scholarships. 

 

* * Remember, the counselor list is as follows: 

   

Dr. Jackson: A – G 

Email: jacksonh@dillon.k12.sc.us 
 

Mrs. Jackson: H – Mc 

Email: jacksonk@dillon.k12.sc.us 
 

Coach Ray: Me – Z 

Email: rayc@dillon.k12.sc.us 

 

 

 

 

 

A Message from Mr. Tyler 

Mathematics as a formal discipline of study was developed 

about 5,000 years ago. Mathematics is a brain tool—it is a 

powerful aid to the human mind. The ability to use 

mathematics is so useful to people that it is a "basics" in 

our formal educational system. Students study and practice 

the "three R s" year after year in education. As you 

continue to move up the ladder in high school math, you 

will know far more mathematics than the average 

American has ever learned - indeed, you know more 

mathematics than most college graduates remember. With 

each additional mathematics course you take, you further 

distance yourself from the average person on the street. 

You may feel like the mathematics you can do is simple and 

obvious (doesn't everybody know what a function is?), but 

you can be sure that other people find it bewilderingly 

complex. It becomes increasingly important, therefore, that 

you can explain what you're doing to others that might be 

interested: your parents or future business associates. 

Math is one of the keys to you becoming successful. 

 

 

 
 

The Teacher Cadet course is off to a fantastic start 

this year! Teacher Cadet is a dual credit course 

offered through Francis Marion University. 

Throughout the course, Cadets will learn about 

personal learning preferences, human growth and 

development and instructional strategies among other 

topics. The Teacher Cadet course also requires 

service hours and a field experience at local schools. 

The Cadets are eager to start their experiences and 

grow as potential teachers and future community 

members! 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.wellingtoncssb.edu.on.ca/school/stmichael/Parents/math/mathtips/PublishingImages/mathmakeslife.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.emaze.com/@AOQTQFRI/Kenzie's-Math-and-Dance-Presentation&docid=WHkwkknRrv2OxM&tbnid=5mz_LBMGUaZa4M:&vet=1&w=1599&h=1019&bih=643&biw=1024&ved=0ahUKEwi6joKOvs7QAhVGbiYKHR03B6QQMwhkKBIwEg&iact=mrc&uact=8
mailto:jacksonh@dillon.k12.sc.us
mailto:jacksonk@dillon.k12.sc.us


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Office of Title I 
 

Dillon School District Four will provide equal 
employment opportunities and educational 
opportunities to all persons without regard to race, 
religion, color, disability, sex, age, national origin, 
immigrant status or English-speaking status, or 
marital status.  Dillon School District Two will make 
reasonable accommodations for an individual who 
is otherwise qualified for a position unless the 
accommodation would impose an undue hardship 
upon the district. 
 

Persons with disabilities who need additional 
accommodations should make their request for 
reasonable accommodations, in writing, to the 
Section 504 Coordinator. Inquiries and complaints 
may be made to the following:  Title IX Coordinator 
– Dr. Polly A. Elkins; Americans With Disabilities 
Act (ADA) Coordinator and Section 504Coordinator 
– Amanda M. Hayes; and General Concerns – D. Ray 
Rogers, Superintendent. 
  

All of the above are housed in the district office.  

Address:    1738 Highway 301 North 

                                Dillon, South Carolina 29536 

  

Phone:      (843) 774-1200 

 

 

In the Social Studies department at this 

time, students are working hard. In Mrs. 

Schafer’s class, they are learning about 

memory and completing projects related to 

that content. In Mr. Epps’, Mrs. Page’s, 

and Mr. McLaurin’s Economics classes, 

students are learning about the American 

free enterprise system, its characteristics, 

benefits, and disadvantages. In US 

History, Mrs. Burt, Mrs. Wiggins, and Mr. 

Locklear are teaching their eager students 

about the Gilded Age of the early 1900s. 

In Mrs. Burt’s Honors class, because it is a 

semester class only, the students are about 

to take on World War II. This group will 

take the EOCEP in December.  
 


